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ABSTRACT ' ^ ■ ' 

in a study of piople^^s lespcrses to thje allegedly 
sex^neutnl terms ^•man,*' "mankind^" "human fceing^'* ;"pf rscr^" * and- 
"individualf " tt3 ll^yearf^oia boys and girls and. 127 ycung men and 
wo men were asked to read eenteaces containing the' terms and aseign^ 
refq^renta for each^ sentence, Eeferents were assigned fcy cheesing from 
a group of , pictorial ^syniols representing aales, fenialeSr and half 
male/half female individuals. Analysis of tie reBU%t;S.ni''naicated th 
although no totally, sex^bound choices of riferents ^^ere found (such 
.^s male figures only for tM term "man") certair teimE tended not to 
funqtion.in a consisten.tly sex-indefinite manner for a. majcrity of 
sublects. "Human beings" appearid tc fuacticn aa the most 
sex^indef irdte term^ and "man" or "men" as the least* The jCcntext in,^ 
which the terms appeared did not seen tc generate particularly strong 
effects. (The paper includes a table shoeing results for age and ses 
qroupa and an analysis of .responses for each of the terms ' . 
.investigated^ broken down by age and. sex.) (Gff) ^ . 
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The Problem 



In the United ScatiS oyer Che past flye years, the voliinis of pesearch 
> and writing on seK; differ ances in lahguige has increased dramatically , 
tony persons here today have contributed .to this literature , wftlch seems 
to have been at least in f art pMinpte''d * the bilief that changes in usage 
are and sHo^uld be taking place, lollo^rig deliTieatlons 'earlier, suggested 
UTN . by Fur fey (1944) 5 work has been focused on lang^^ge fchanges 'due to the 
»^ sex of (a) the^speakerf |^<b) the^ hearer^ and (c) the person or thing spo.ken 

iQ or written about. The list of these analytic distinctions^thus centers on , 

1 i I = the u^e of flanguage to identify perspns or whatever in terfs q£- their sen, 

exemplifying what has come to. be known .as "referential langmge." i 

. In the research we are reporting upoiis we inves tigated the , claim 
that there exist in trie English language a number ^ of terms, which refer to 
people apart from th© sex ascribed to them* These allegedly sexf-neutral 
\- words or phrases s also, sometimes: caLled "generics i ^ ^re eKenipllfled by 
* te^s such ai man , mankind ^ humah. being j person , individual ^ and the pronouns 

he , him and .his Even those that are denotatively mascuili:ie are assumed 
. to refer more generally, to males and females* This view.-of 'things dates 
back at least to the British prescriptli^e gr^marians bf the Eighteenth 
'Century, who argued that the masculine form is properly generic because it 
logically encompasses the female. We may infer that in this casfis as in 
many othersj logic is confused with soclocultural presuppositions* 

' y ■ ■ . . 

Recently, however, this concept of the seK-neutral or inclusive term 
^ has come into question. Some researcheTS hold tHai there is no actual sex- 
neutral set of terms In English* Drawing evidence from currant descriptive 
lexicoffs (e.g*, the Oxford EngMsh Dictionary) and linguistic analyses of 
literature and the media, they argue that such terms as h^ and man do not 
'refer Co women as well as men. They argue that if a gex-indef inite term 
is attually to include women, special semantic mlLrkers must be added - lady" 
doctor, wai tress ^ woman lawyer --/which they also argue, diminishes the 
Importance of the referents-. / 

^ This dack of equivalence in "sha^ng'- a refereht Is well dDcumented ^ 
in the- current literature. To cite one eMmple only, Graham (1975) , a ' 
leKicographers conductad a. comput analysis of usage of the 1973 edition 
of the American Heritage Dicdfenar^ , She found that out of 940 citations 
;for 79- percent referred fib male human beings, 13% to male animals j^. and 
^ 4% to persons such as ^ fanners assumed to be male- She .dettnaioed that only 

^For presentation with modifications at The World Congress of Sociology," 
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4% of these citations, ; from the mo^ Jreqtifiitiy usetf^^^lic^t^ in s.chooli 
across the country, could be called $ex'-nat^crriiVv ©^^^ u^mipaalfied ilng\ilap 
subject. other examples of such findirngs atio'upd in tM it;taratmre*' , / 

We were thus confronted with complefflentiTy assutaptioni both^ of 
'5^ich o the rs have identified as discrimi&atory t ^ 
ter^ ("geoerics") do e^clst in Engl±sh^;4rid refer. W both males and ffmles;' 
afld the other, 'that seK^neutral terr^'^r sex-lmttiusiv^^ not e^st 

in Eng^lsH, In . the latter case, fe^Ies are usually not InelHided' as part , 
of the referent or are so distinctly excluded that another terM imjst be 
coined for them* These repres^t extreme viewpoint? for each positiiOm. 

To' check on these assumptions , we 'asked the fo^llowlng research, qiies^ ^ 
tions . 1 . Do the refer^^ixs of the teras man , men .,\ mankind Individiial (s) 
human being (a ) , person ^ /people and t^e pronomlnals he j h^im and his a- iiiclade^^. 
with male(s) and femal^(s)? 2. If not, to^what referents do peoptle ..S.^sign 
thes*e tems? /■ . ^ '^ " \ .\ - ' \ 

We alsQ^ reco^iiiEed that several factors co^uld very well, influeiice the 



consultants' responses- Non-^llngulstic 

age* Males and/famales may select different referents* ; Apd adults nla.f 
select different referents from children. So W asked 3- -' Do the se3C arid 
age of tha consul tanta influence their chQice "of a referent for a tem? 



factdrs abviously Include sje^ntand 

J' T 



A possible , or linguistic variable is that of conteact, defiaed. ln 
this study as- a' sentence,, in which one or more of the specified terms under 
dtudy appear * > From studies in pragmatics ^ we kiio^ ttoat context influeiices 
the. int0rpretatioa bf^lexical itemsi Hence, 'the final question we asked 
was 4./ Does the context in which a term. appea^rs Influence the referent 
^selecifed for it? 

/■: :\ ' ' - ^ ^ Method . . ^ 

Consultants were .selected on the basis of sex and age* One age gTOUp, 
sbnsisted of 11 year olds and a second i of adults whose ages ranged froni 
Late 17 . to 25 years * The sex distribution within each group was, for the , 
11 year ;^ olds 5 20 males and 23 females, and for the adults, 64 males and 63 
females Cultural identity and race were controlled for in that all the 
respondents were^^white members of mainstream culture in the U*S*A- That 
restriction was deemed necessary- for several reasons* 1) the feminist 
-movement in the IJ,S*A. is predominately a middle class phenomenon and 
2) what Ulf Hannerz, (1969), a Sweden identified as ^'■mainstream cuiture'' 
±s the dominant one in^ the United States* Women and men in subordinated 
cultures in the U.S.A. tend not to part±Glpate In the same ways nor , 
-necessarily to share the same sets of va|ues (including Feminist ones) * 
The choice of referents by such persons ia subject matter for other f 
research . \ ' *^ 



There arfi obviously developmental influences upon the* learning of ^ 
sex roles in a soaiety* ' n>at oGcurs as part of thm socialization pr^cesSi 
,Part of sex roles is latiguage behavior;^ individuals learn to talk male or 



female (EdeisKy> 1977) , with some difiFereTices .^showing quite eatly (Sacha, 
litibpraan aad Erickson 19 73)* We could also txptct to find differenceB 
in the dompteliension as well as th§ production of sai^relatad language, ,- , - ^ . 
Hencej we selected the different age groups. We should have liked to 
inGlude even younger consultants^ but because the instruoent w used 
\ ^ \ . iriyolved ireading, we selected only children who were enrolled In the 
\ ^ <\ fifth? grade level or higher In U.S.- schools, Mast children of main-- 

"\ . ^ . stream culture read Independently and fairly fluently * BeloF that leVel? r , 

, / ' . i^e couldn't be sure that Inability to read might influence their responses 
' \ isora than their comprehenstoii of the task 'aiLd regpotise to iCj subsequent 

_ to that comprehension I Edelsky (1977)' noted this same prohlew In her 
\ \ \ study i\so had the sentence read aloud to the 7^ 9 and 12 year old con-^ 
. \sultants she Included, we chose not to read aloud to our younger con-- 
^sul tames because- of the possible Infla^nce of a male or a. female voice 
, . on their choices of referent , > 

! /The consul taBts responded' to-^ norraal class grQupltigs 

In^a^scho'bl setting. They all respojnded to- an Instrumei^t ' contalm ^ 
sentences J 37 of Which contained one of the terms mang men ; mankind ^ 
IndlvidualCs^ ) » huj^n beingCs )^ person and people , Four of chose santencies 
also contatnad a form of the masculine pronoun h^4 atg* ^ A,, working persoti 
- pays his^ own ^ay . The other , three sentengias were clearly mrktd for niale 
\ and fetnale rolegj e^gpy The best man shouldn't be late for the t^reddlng* 3 
and TH^ fashlojn model matches he_r diet caref^ully,. They were Included to 
provide several clear choices of male and female referents. 

■As a consultant read each sentence, he or she chose a single chart 
from amoTig^ sfven which they felt best illustrated "who thg"^ sentence is 
talking about*" The charts were llnad up in alphabetical^ order in the ■ 
front of cheirooirf. Chart A, features^ 3 male figures | Chart B a single 
female I Chart C a single male; Chart D 3 females ; Cha^t E two malas and 
Wo females ^^rouped together; Cha.rt .F a single figure half female; and hall 
male spliced'^^rfilcally ; and Charit three of these female/iaale f igures - 
The figurps weta^ based on ■the^liWrnational sign syiribols fdr male and fe-^ 
ta^le? with no identifying personal characteristics or facial features » 
One could think of them as abstracted 'male and female* The spliced 
_ figures were an attempt to cre^'ti visually the notion of a single '-sex^ 
; indefinite, Plural incluslveness is ^relatively simple to a^chieve . 
vlsuall7 by showing a group of* males and females (Chart^ E) * ^,But we also . ] 

included Chart G which was ja group pf these spliced figures to detertQlme 
whether there were some equivalence of choice with' Charts'^E and or ' ^ 
-wheth^t the spliced Figure signaled something quite dif^erent^ 

, ^ ■ ' S3 i . ■ 

Choice was limited to a single chart for each sentence and indicated 
by circling the' appropriate letter from the list k-^G under eacff^e|itence. 

Consultants finished the task by indtcatl^ at the bo.ttoin of' the 
instrument their sex and age. . -.^ 

L ^ Result s ' ' 

The data collected in .the form of chart chosen to represent, d 
referent for each sentence were subjected to a Comp'oiient Analysis of 
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Variance (CANOVA) to determne the choice of rafer&ats by sex and age for 
all items. Tables 1 and 2 esdiibit the results' of the C-^Om* 
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Tabte 2 ■ 

Means and Standard Diviations for each Figure 
Chosen by Age Sax Groups, 
(date from Table 1) 
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Table 1 shows tfte overall results and Table 2, the means and standard 
deviations for each of the four consultant groups. By Inapactlng the 
results in Table 2, wa are able to ascertain contributions to the signifi- 
cant differences we find for five pf the seven charts in Table 1. We find 
that young males and females selected Chart A more frequently than did " 
adults (p^.017), and there is a tendency for males to select i't more 
often than females. For Chart C, sex is the significant effect. Males, , 
both adult and youflger, choose this chart more frequently (p ^ >p01) than 
did females. For Chart D, we find age and the Interaction betweL age and 
sex to be si|nlflcant (age - p^ .QOl, sex x age - p^.004f? Conspicuously, 
younger .males chose this chart most frequently | that is the source of the' 
age and sex Interactwn. This "was the only chart for which the CANOVAre^ 
vaaled a significant interaction of this sort. ■ 

We find the older males and females .choslng Chart E more freq^%ntly 

than the yotongar consultants of both sexes (p^ ,025) . This was also the 

most frequently chosen chmrt by all respondents, apart from their age and 
sex, ' ' " 



There were no significant differences found for Chart F, although 
there was a trend toward sex tiff erftices (p <^ .097) . 

' -Females selected Chart G more frequently than males as a referent 
for tne cerms under study (p ,006) . ■ ' ' . 

Looking at the charcs where significant differences were found, we 
find that Charts A(3.malea), D (3 females), and E (mixed males afld females) 
were selected on the basis of the age of the respondent, with the young4r 
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o^es optiiig fpr charts r&pE^s^tii[ig either males ot^ females j . but not both, 
and the adtilts opting for a chart Ce3 CQntaimliig' b^th male and fettaJ.© 
figures. - ^ . / ^ ^ . , :^ 

■ ' ' '. ■■ - . ' ■, ' - : 

Sdgnlflcaiit sex differences' la^th.e -choice "of charta across all items 
showed up In the predominantly male choice (across age) of the cliart show-- 
ittg a single male figure. (C) ; arid females of both age groups most often, 
selected a chaift *shoW.ng a group of spliced male/ female figures as' a' 
referent for the items they hai selecte^, 

Tha slflgle significant, interaction between age and sex was in ±he 
choice of^ Chart 0? depicting a grJap.pf females? where we found younger^" 
males and females chos^itig the chart mfi^^ referent as well as females^ of^, all 
ages, rhus s '^he group to chose ^^his char^t the 'least frequently of all conr 
sultants were the adult males, ' ' _ ' ^' 

We also ha^e information as to the chprts niDst and least frequently 
chosen as referatits by the total group of consultants. Charf E was the 
most frequently- selected referent a group of males and females. I,t 
accounts for altoost 26,5% of all referent choices. The second most fre- 
quently chosen referent -was ^he single spliced male/female figure^ account^ , 
Ing for 18*I%;of all choices', TTie third most frequently chosen was Chart C, 
the single male /figures . garner Irig 17.54% of all referent choices. Fourth 
In "popjilarlty" was CTiart the group of spliced^ figures (12.54%) , trailed 
by Charfc Ai the group of male figures (11.27%)V Without a doubts the two , . 
Ifasc frequently^ chosen charts' ^ere B and the single^ females and group 
pf females respectively at 6% f^r B and 5^39% for D. ^ T 

The Ci\J^OyA/ aho^s that certain referent choices correlated significantly 
with age and' sek across all the tenns studied* Percentage of referent choice 
gives, us data on rnost* "popular"' tb least "popular" chQices irrespective o'f 
_agp .,and se^c . But we also wanted know In x^hat ways the specific terras 
related ro the referents 'chosen. ^ ^ 

To eicamine possible coiffeext effect^ we cliistered the sentences contain^ 

ing. the same term* S^ntence^set mgn ^ 5 sentences, showed some context \ ^ 

differentiation with main referent choices belng'the chart plcturlhg /a/ group 

of males. (A) at 35. 5f and the chart picturing a group of males and females at 

30,4%, ^ - . . ' 

I ■ , I -J' ' 

Person , the t^fget referent Xn 4 sentences , demonstrated a pattern of 
referent choices which, were much sore evenly distributed across the charts 
than^foT men * . However * for the sentence'* ''The' overweight person should con^ 
sider dieting. the major referent choice was the single female figure 
(37% for Ch^rt B) * with the splice'd fe/male figure (Chart P) a -low second 
at 18,8% of the responses?. the other | sei^tences containing ^erson^s' 

Chart Cj single males was selected slightly more frequqjitly than any other 
refereiit- People ^ the target term in 4 sentences ^ demonstrates a d^^i&VBTLt 
response patteni from'its singular form person .. and one showing little 
context effect. Tha overwhelming referent choice is ;the group of males 
and femaLes, (Chart E) which accounts forA32 .75% 'of all choices, rtiis and * 
the two splised /flgurf- charts accourit foi!; 72*5% of , all^choices of ^ referents • 
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\ .i Individual s th^ target term In 4 *S|^tencfesi demoaatrfites a blmodal 
^choice tm that the charts chosen most cfiislstently .as referents ^are the j. 
^ single fSpltced figum Charts F at 30 iSI the single Mle fl|ure 

4 = (parts' C at 221), tHe ^antanct , "'Hie Individual has eertaln itghts tir 
'Amf rip a, deviated frotti this pattern In that Che group of inales and fe=^ 
males (Chtrt E) was the highast' choice at 35*2%. - In dt^ldualS j the tafget 
'] word sentences , deMnstrated few***lf any rcontes^t effects itn thgLt the 

, charts represintlng both males and females (EsjF & ^) -were ' 
qTuenfrly chosen t- 64 AX, - " . - , 



the most ffe-- 



HOnao. '^ being t ^fe target ter^ In 4' sentences. Is m-UGh like Iridlvldtjals^ s 
in that Charts F & account > fpr 70*5% o^' ajl* referent choices ^ with the 
chart depleting a group of males ind feqiales the; single most 'frequent choice 
at , 38, 72"^ %vmii thmhgh the term' is singular i The.p^lm^aJ- hijnan Beings , the ' 
tai^ge{ term tn 4 sentences, also demonstrates the sa^e choice pattern of 
Char^ts Ef F ^ ^^i.th E and^ G amounting for 64,5% all choices , and 
including 82% -of all choices. The one possible con text ^ffefrt probably 
has something to do with reaction to the 'spliced figures . lot the sentence 
"Hifflan beings ar^-^inperfect the charts deplctlhg ^ group of spliced ■ ^ 
itg^mks (G) j and the single^ spliced figure (F) received of the responses * 



Mankind f the target term of 3 sentences shows little cogite^ct effect as 
it generally follows the pattern of ^ 'human beiflass Individuals and people ^ 
with 65*52 of cholcer^for Charts F ^ However, ttie group of malas^ 
chart <A) Is the chird highest referent choice (17 1 8^) ^hich is not the 
case with hunian beings ^ Individuals and people * * A^cQtiteKt effect (p^.OOi) ■ 
is possibly due again to thp spliced figures. For the sentence /'^feSkind 
faces an uncertain fujtuf€-^'j Charts F and G showing these figures^ accounted 

* for 5 3% of al:^ choices. . " V ' 

Finally, we can alsp, coaslder ^the effect of foms of the. pronoun he in 

* sentences. For the sentence -'Man xnugt trust himself * ^'t 58^ of referent 
choices were the male figures ( Charts k and C) j which t^as alniost equal to 
the 59^ choice, of these chatts for the sentence "Man h^s 3.^bastcaHy violent 
nature?'" For the sertence ■^Ihe working pgr son pays hlg own way.'', the single 
largest percentage of choices (31,69%) of any chart fotf all sentences contain^ 
ing person^as the choice of a single male figure (Chatft c) as referent for 
that sentence. We found almost the -same pattern in^ the sentence '"A wise 
Indivldtial kinows hls^liinits. "g^ where the single male ftgure (Chart C) was the 
highest of any mali referent choices (29^) for Individ ual sentences: and one 

of the highest choices^ of any referent In that set* ihe single counter ease' 
we find is the major referent for the sentence "The hugiS ^siflft uses his 
Intelligence to solve prohlems Bie ovewhelaing choice ^as the group of' 
male and female figures (E) at 35%, 
■ ■ ■ " ■ ■ ^ \ ■' < / 

, Finally we analysed the data according to responge to referents by sex 
and? age for each so^-called seK^neutral term we studied- CANOVA^was used to . 
analyze responses to referents across all tema s but It's obvlotisly important 
to look at the responses to terms individually to try to dlscarn more specific 
pattirns of response. Chi square tests were used to dete^^ine significance 
of differencis in response by age and sex, - . , 
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One cbBiptrlson made; was of ^asponses to the te£eta»ta ^t^^r^i^tttad 
by the figiiTei qn the chlrts) Iby si^ within s^d^acrogs eh^ gtDii;pa i ' . 
e^g*j cWildTen and adults ^ mgn ^tid Jot '^he sentfttei -^IHa world ", 

-.needs honest ©en-*', we tomi a^g^Aaral m% effect, in' tha^t '^f \ ■ 

both ages chose the single i^le ^afetatit (Chart c): o^re' fpiqufttitly t^fiii ^ 
femlas who" chose' Chart E (nitxfid wlw stid females) tQO^t f^eqa#titly^ 
(p ^.01)* For rian in "No .c^n ^ptadlct the futuy% t^tth c^r^atflty*"^ 
we found s^3C effects within on# g^^euplng ijt th^t fC^^gev ailes- gft^ 
lac ted mimd malfis and females (Ch^ift E) fflpra ir^quintly tua^ syoiWger 
f^mles who., tended to chbogi eltha^^ ^ g^oup of m^lm W ^ spl'lced 
figure CF) |p^-04), ^ . * . . ^ ; ^ ^ ; ' 

For VManklnd entered th^ sp^ce kge tii the I950*a.'^^ Lb% ^dult laaJeS ^ 
and famalai showed significant diffatences In refetfenfc \ 
ehoslng a single Mle (C) m^les ^ni femalts^ ^ a3\d fflical^s 

chosing either the group of mskl^^ (kl ot the' spliced feMfle flgWe ^^1^^^^^ 
(p^,004S)- niere was algo an cv^#t41j sex effect a«ofi|^^ag#, in the , \ 
direction of ahoite of a single t^%^ CC) by males atid ^ Sfoup of fflales 

(A) by females. . , ^ ^ ^ 

Looking at the term lndiyidt4g.i^ foi^nd a cJeatf ptecw^ vhe» it * ' 
combined w^ich his as In wise igd^Wuil Jtnowa hjs littiicH* f Adult -ttJ^es 
chose a single male figure (C) mo^JeTreqi^nJtly ^(p^ * 03) vtha^ anyone ©Is e^^^^^ 
For -'Individuals need to be challettgfid,'*! and *'The tnii^Lauai hft^ Ge^t^lf, 
rights in ^i^merica.'^ we found the follot^in| slgnifleStTet'^f J^jrfertces 
across ages* For the first senta^ct , inales tended'^tP chooge the Wha^t de- 
pleting the singli male figures (C) .^hll6 femalfei c^o^e riogt fta^viwtly 
elthar mlKed males and femaleg (E) oT" the gtojp'p^ of apJl^Ged figures (fi 
(f ^*tt09) . For the second sentfettci ? iBales tlndid to.chcPgse thp cha^t.de-' 
plcting a single tele (C) ^ while f^Mles cenHed to^ Qhoo^^ th# siflgle. f^m^le 

(B) as referent Cp<C *0O8) • .1 . , ^ ^ - ! 

The dlrectloTi of the sek di£f^&nmB in/tmS&t^ixt oiibt^a^ tot^ th# t^rm 
person was as 'follows. In "Thm Wotklftg jeMfln pays his qvti we h^v% 

the his present .aa another term uticja^ study taixd ts tfldtQ^t^ chat^ 
males tended Co choosi as referimts th% Single m^le flgtitfi (d)' and the 

^roQp of males <A)^ while females tiod^d toward the splici4 £tgat% ^(y). 

» (p^.02). For the sentence', -'A patBon speiids -money Q^^^fally .^'S- 

young and adult males choae the single male figure (C) ^oHt £'^^qmfiCly 
the referent for person ^ while fe^ies of hoth ages tended to Aliooa# th#. 
single female (B) :These dlf fe^e^l<iis mt% algnlilaaiit the .£302 le^ejl, 

■ ' ^ ■ ' -■' * 

For the . term hufflan beljig^ found 'a Jlmilw pattern o| ta^pongpe but 
with one dlfferance* For the sfifttatic^ ^'Th^ h^^n bjl|j^ 1§ ^std to be todtf 
in God's img^', males tended to ctioQse a single mal^ ft |u^e ' (C) » while 
femalas tended^ to choose the splt^ad figure (P) . This dttifrir^Big ^^s .^Ignift 
cant at -01, Hof^av^er, for ''Ona d^y hM^g; fce^lrig^ ^11 Hvk it% epaca,*S botm 
males and feoales chose Mle tef&:tatiCsV alihou^ mlm^ t&tid#d tp choose thf 
single male ^ (C) and females the to tip "o£ males (A) Cp^.Q2), for *'E^ery ' ' 
huSan beina has a right to life/% slgtilf leant diff^r^Acs^ ysM h^m^M-^. 
seKes in the adult age group. U^l^g tauded to choose aiaglt tfale r^tetit 
CC)p while femalas te^nded to Qhdosa tha spliced £lgur%i (J ^ad (J) Cp^^^QA)* ^ 



Generally,, we- could cqiicLuda ^ac ^iinific^nt sex differences 

_ appear in reflrtnt ichoiciii^ nml^ tmi^i m chjoose fli^e figures as -referents , 
' and fefflales tended to chose fiithat ^ai%% fesaai^"^5cad ox spliced -or 
-fMmale figures ai rafertritg* ■ ■ \ ■ ■ - 

Taking age differences, in tespoa^^ fj^bt^riia as ^ha or factor 
^raChpr than seK differenceSi we fou^d f^r on^ ietxt^^ce oal^s "No man 

cam predict the future ^Itfit^cettaintf/'S dtd the^cWil4r^^ show^ greater ■ 
consensua of raferyit choicts^ thM the ^^i^Lt^* thui? ot^^ aiajor result of 
• the Chi Sguare ansfyila ^as the fihdi^l ch^^ adult 0aia#* and famles achieved 
a significant consensus ais ic t^fet^^t Qpotc# fi^v a t^r* in 16 |intences out 
of ^he 37, supposedly ieX^nQutral o^^s tA ^tM Instt^i^ent^* rhe directioif of 
their cHo Ice may, have been twatd taijc^^ ^^Ifi and female reffarifics for a 
^term as tha CANOVA showed 5 but ttet^ 1% ^qniettsus, Ho^#Ver,. tliere were 
sentences to which the rea^ptises wa^e aigciiflQaflt aitligr According to 
se^c^or age or boths deMflsfcr^ttng na stgiilf icent^ Qoris^ngUa or split in ^ 
choice, of referent. ^ \ * 

Surveying the terms/ incjuded tA tlifi study ? the protjoiia ij| ^as the only 
one which showed significance In r^f0r^^^.^ chotces across all sentences in 
'Which it appeared, ^ All Che pth&t ^o-^c^li^d s%x^n%utrai t^rniSj Eaus men » 
mankind > human beting (s) ^ iudivldua^^) » £gE|g^> ^^d fiSffiifi? ^^ere found at 
least once in sentences deniotis trjtlAg ^0 sigttlf ici^n^ differences in refgr^ ^ 
ant choices • . ^ . / 

Considering the research queSticfM 1) Co the referenti of the so» 
called sex'-lndefintte ^tertris Onde^ sc^dy 4:^cJu4a both mal^s and females? 
'^^and 2) If nots to^ what refierents did the ^oiisultants assign the terms? 
^results indicate that- alchough ch% ^^fi^snts chosen for the specific 
terms may include both malai and fetfiaifis/ put data fail to support the , ^ ^ > 
notion of a conaistenily se^C'^indefirtlta Iti English due to the direc- 

tion of the choices of referents* tfhtJe,, goiind totally sex-bound 
chbices of .referents such as taal© figufe^, foly for the term moj we 
fouhd significant patterns in the f^equehay of choices of referents ^^ich 
irrdicate that for apportion ot msjorlty ^jf aUr consul tanta, certain te^s 
or instances o£ -thoae terms tended i%ot tQ function in m consistently sex- 
Indefirrtte' manner. For exatflplej th^ la^Jw choice of r^ffireat for the 
sentence "An oveweight £erg^ shouLd cotisidW dietingJ^^is the single 
female figure (Chart B), whlcffi^ slottg i^lth tKe groyp o? females (Chart D) , 
was the least cTiosen referent across all t^r^s * Fq^ '^^^ must trust in / ^ 
himself KG fo^rid the major refi^etit s%l#ctlon w^g the single male 
figure (C) - * , . \ 

§ - J.- ■ - ■- \^/ ■ 

We were able- to scale our r^ealts ceWis of .re£%retit tt^olct along » . 

a continuum from most seic^lndeCiriiCe to ^^^st se3^-^nde5i^ftte based on the 
^consensus 3chiev|d among the four cotiii^lt^^t groupg (a^uit mal&s and ^ 
^females 5 boys atfd girls). H^§u b^^g^) appeared to Cuficttori. as the most^ ^ 

seK-indefinlte tenn, referent choict^ b%i^| Cliarts^Ej S' ^^^d those depict==. 

Ing males and* females together tn #Q^fi ^o^tti^tt^n, PJo^e also seemed to 

function in much the same maniier 




functioned in a less sex-Indefinite iflanner in that male rpferiHts wete - 
consistently chosen as Well as the' mixed roale/jemale charts y maiikind pre"* 
senCed an even mote varied referent choice gnd^^men are, definitely 

the least saK-'inclustve tems studied p with fliDsC Teferetit ^Dlces heing 
the ^le figures (Charts ,A and C) • , Evidently nan and ^in&ii tended to be 
perceived as terms referring \to males , both by ffltles and feiBales ■ ' ' 

f • = ■ . = . 

ThuSs in our data, referent choice presents a mixed plcttire but with ^ 
trends toward a consensus about the sex-^incluslveness or lack ^thareof of 
. a term, / ' ^ * ^ ^ * ' - . ' ' 

3) Do the sex and age of a consjjltant influetice the choice of refe^aTit 
for a term? The interaction o£ sex and age ^ith referent choice ¥ere marlced 
in our data. For eKample, males of both ages, adults antf .childreii s tended 
to choose a single male figure (p ^.001) more frequently asta raferent for^^ 
all the terms studied s ^hlle female's tended to choose ^the gcotip of spliced 
figures (Chart G) more frequtncly as a referent for all terms Cp^*006)* 
Thus , males tended to choose male referents 3 whtla females' teiided, to 'choose 
chose we considered seK-^indefinite. or inclusive.^ * - 

- • ■ • ' * 

Adult males and fema^s tended to choose thfi mi^ed group of males and 
females (E) more frequent^ as a referent for all terms than the children 
did (p ^ *02S) , The children s both boys and girls, tended to , choose- more 
frequently either, the charts ^^depic ting males ox females^ (4 and D) , but not 
both, as referents for all terms- Th^ the adults seemed to select more 
sex- indefinite referents for the terms studied thaf the chlldreTi did. 
Rather, thair sf lections focused on sex-^def Inlte referents , either male or 
female* 

to — . . = - ^ ' " / 

Finally, adults achieved mope consensus In thieir silectlon of all 
referents tlian the children dld't " 

' 4) Does the context in which the term appeals Influance the choice of 
a referent? The contexts for the terms in our ifia trument do nat seem to 
generate^ particularly strong effects t This -coulds of Qourse , be the result 
of the particular sentences used in the instru^gfit, thus specific to it. 
Possibly tlie most interesting effect was found jti the s entences .i/^uman 
beings are imperf ett * " and ''Mankind^ faces an uncertain future, " for which' 
the referents were predominately the spliced figures. "Imparf ect*' and 
"uncertain future" could have triggered that choice. 

From our data we conclude that terms such ^3 huinan being and paDple 
tended to function as being more sex-^lnclusive tMn man and .taen did, baied 
on referent choices* Man and men are definitely Suspect In our study as 
candidates for the so-cslled generic ^ as is the pronoun he* These terms 
were interpreted in a far less sex- indefinite ma^^rj despite context and : 
age and sex of the consul tant, than the others we studied, This finding is ^ 
consistent with that of Schneider and Hacker (1973) who reported that 
college studetits^ taking a sociology course tended not to Interpret the tern 
man as sex-indefinite but as definitely male, Sllvalra (1978) noted thaC ' 
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response taine^n* the part of woraen coniiiLtatits was faster to pictures 06 
^mea following: sentence such as "Maii Is mortal." than to pictures of Wq^lii 
when they were ask#d to 'decide If a picture belonged to a feategorjr iiafflea 
'by the first' wotd In the^seritence. JtertyTia also calls into questiott the. 
consistent function of Ke as a sex-^indeftTfite pronoun* She states *'Tlie u^e 
of 'they- and 'he or she' as altertiatlva generic terras suggests that 'h^'= 
doesn't adequately cover the geperld Cerritory" (19785 135) • ' 

^ Taking the" terms wa studle^d as a sat cannot conclude thac they ^ 

function consistently as sex^indeflnites, .Nor cail we conclude .that a 
single term such am person will function consistently as a seK-^lndegiiilti , 
Our findings indicate that for our study, the ^ age and/or . sex of the CTO^ 
sultant morft heavily influenced the referent choice for a temii despite 
the sentence context in which the terni appeared* Males tended to' choose 
^ale 'referents , ;^41e females opted for seK--lndefinite or inclusive figures 
And adults are evidently mora sqcialized In some way in that their chctces 
of referents were more consistent than the children's* 
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